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Celtic Revival
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

This essay is generally written in language of a
standard wholly appropriate for work at this level.
However, it contains some quotes which are rather
too long and should ideally be replaced by a
greater measure of paraphrasing in the author's
own words. There is also no need to highlight
these in bold.

The relationship on page 3 between "The Celtic
Dawn - A History of Pan-Celticism" and "Celtic Dawn,
the dream of Celtic unity" needs to be clarified, as
there is an implication here that they are the same
book, despite the titles, although similar, being
clearly different. Only the latter appears in the
bibliography. Perhaps this is a revision of the 1993
book? 

On the same page, considering the linguistic
criterion to be the primary one brings issues of its
own. For example, does this mean that  songs have
to be sung in a Celtic language to count as Celtic? 

This same question could be asked of the politcal
scenario painted on pages 4 and 5. What is
"Celtic", for instance, about Scottish nationalism in
a land where 98.6% of the population speak only
English? 

This point is more or less made in the quote which
then follows by John Davies about how the Scots
view their nationality. There is little room for Gaelic
in either the legal or constitutional sense of
Scottish nationhood. Indeed, when referring then
to Wales, and "strengthening the consciousness of
Welsh citizenship... to all the country's inhabitants",
this would mean a Wales where the majority of
people do not speak Welsh. The opinion expressed
about Brittany, however, is a fair one, and its
current low status is no doubt tied in to French
monocultural ideas of nationhood. 



QM

One possible explanation for the easy access to
Celtic Jewellery etc on page 6 is that anything
labelled "Celtic" sells, largely because of the "Myth
of the West" mentioned above it (p. 6). The
assessment of the 21st century person seems a
fair one.

Although the point about Brittany's regional status
(p. 7 ) is valid, it should not be taken too far. It is,
after all, a status given to it by the French state.
There are many of the UK unionist persuasion who
would willingly argue that Scotland is no more
than a "region" of the UK. 

Collis' comment about assuming Welsh and Irish to
be the same (p. 7) perhaps says more about him
than the accuracy of his statement.  

It is acknowledged that the question in this
assignment has no easy answer to it, and it would
be unrealistic (and perhaps a little unfair) to
expect one. Nevertheless, this essay has clearly
given the matter a lot of thought and made a
genuine attempt at undertaking the task as set. 
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